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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1970. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.5  shows  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  which  was  16.6,  thus  halting  the  decline  which  has 
continued  since  1967.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  16.0 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  13.0.  Twelve  of  the  seventeen 
children  died  under  four  weeks  of  age.  Such  deaths  in  the  first  week  are 
associated  with  difficult  deliveries  or  congenital  abnormalities  in  the 
child.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.0. 

As  there  will  no  longer  be  a report  on  the  personal  health  services 
provided  in  the  Borough  by  the  divisional  health  service,  I consider  it 
appropriate  to  mention  activities,  some  existing,  but  modified  to  meet 
changing  conditions  and  some  new.  Activities  which  affect  the  health  of 
the  pubhc. 

Measles  vaccin'ation,  which  was  introduced,  and  later  withdrawn 
for  modification  of  the  vaccine,  has  been  re-introduced  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  There  has  been  an  encouraging  response  from 
parents  to  have  their  children  protected.  Unfortunately,  as  the  statistics 
indicate,  too  late  to  prevent  what  has  been  an  outbreak  of  epidemic 
proportions,  during  the  Winter  of  1969/70. 

Protection  is  now  being  offered  against  German  Measles  (Rubella) 
to  senior  school  girls  in  their  twelfth  year.  It  is  also  proposed  to  take 
blood  specimens  from  female  teachers,  on  a voluntary  basis,  to  see 
whether  they  are  susceptible  to  German  Measles,  and  if  so,  to  offer 
facilities  for  vaccination.  This  is  planned  to  take  place  in  the  Autumn  of 
1971. 


The  role  of  the  child  welfare  clinic  is  altering.  It  is  now  assessing 
the  continuous  development  of  the  young  child  with  a programme  of 
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examinations  carried  out  at  intervals  during  the  pre-school  phase. 
Medical  and  nursing  staff  are  being  re-trained  to  apply  these  new 
techniques.  At  the  same  time  as  these  assessments  are  being  made  the 
children  are  also  having  screening  tests  for  hearing  ability  and 
congenital  abnormalities  and  a full  programme  of  immunisation  is 
carried  out.  Included  in  this  programme,  is  immunisation  against 
smallpox,  diptheria,  whooping-cough,  tetanus,  measles,  and  polio- 
myelitis. In  later  school  life,  there  are  two  further  immunisations: - 

1.  Against  tuberculosis. 

2.  For  girls,  against  German  Measles. 

This  being  the  last  Annual  Report  with  which  I will  be  associated, 
I wish  to  place  on  record,  the  co-operation,  advice,  and  assistance  which 
I have  received  from  all  Chief  Officers  and  Departments  of  the 
Borough.  I wish  to  thank  also,  the  several  Chairmen  of  the  Health 
Committee,  for  their  guidance  and  all  members  of  the  Department. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  POLLITT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population  58,180 

Area  (Acres)  1st  April,  1970  9,802 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  18,933 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1971)  £4,811,482 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1971/72)  Estimated  £47,760 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
for  the  Year  1970 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

594 

583 

1177 

Illegitimate  

55 

37 

92 

649 

620 

1269 

Birth  Rate  per  i, 000  population  71.8 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  1^-^ 

Comparability  Factor 0.85 

Illegimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total  live  births  7.00% 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

9 


Females 

7 


Total 

16 


9 7 16 


Total  live  and  still  births:  1,285 

Still  Birth  Rate  12.00  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births. 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  1955-69  was  998 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1970  16.0 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1969  16.3 

Birth  Rate,  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  1969  16.4 


TABLE  OP  NUMBER  OP  LIVE  BIRTHS 
AND  BIRTH  RATES  1961-70 


Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

1961 

1055... 

23.57 

1966 

....1130... 

22.09 

1962 

1099... 

23.82 

1967 

....1127... 

21.04 

1963 

1138... 

24.16 

1968 

....1195... 

21.75 

1964 

1125... 

23.34 

1969 

....1109... 

19.5 

1965 

1042... 

21.05 

1970 

....1269... 

21.8 
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DEATHS 

Males  231  Females  178  Total  409 

Death  Rate  7.0  Corrected  Death  Rate  12.0  Comparabihty  Factor  1.72 

The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  1955-59  was  380. 
Death  Rate  England  and  Wales:  11.7  per  1,000. 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 


ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  No.  Rate 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births 17  13.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12  10.00 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  5 54.00 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  12  9.00 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  10  8.00 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 

under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  26  20.00 

Infant  Mortahty  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18.00 

Death  from  Measles  (All  ages)  Nil 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  Nil 

Death  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  Nil 

Death  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  91 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  Nil 

Death  from  Heart  Disease  126 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous  System  50 


TABLE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY  1961-69 


Year  Rate  per 

1,000  births 

1961  14.21 

1962  27.38 

1863  18.44 

1964  20.44 

1965  20.15 


Year  Rate  per 

1,000  births 

1966  28.00 

1967  28.00 

1968  20.92 

1969  15.00 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES: 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  undertakes  free 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other  specimens  for 
Local  Authorities. 

Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
('ouiicil. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES: 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  District  operates  under  the 
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direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  help  of  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  acting  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance  Depot  is  at 
Ellesmere  Port. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME: 

Seven  fuU  time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direction  of 
the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port,  all  are  attached  to  Group 
Practices  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES: 

These  are  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great 
Sutton,  York  Road  and  the  Community  Centre  Little  Sutton. 

Opthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  are  organised 
under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at  Ellesmere  Port. 

A School  Clinic  and  Dental  Service  is  also  held  at  the  Clinic 
Centres  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Great  Sutton. 

The  premises  at  Stanney  Lane  include  the  provision  of  an  Adult 
Training  Centre  for  mentally  handicapped  adults,  as  well  as  a Day 
Nursery  for  children  under  five  years. 

HOSPITALS: 

The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals  in  addition  to 
the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the  tawn  for  most 
purposes. 

MATERNITY: 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

In  addition  there  is  ^ separate  Maternity  home  at  Heswall. 

MIDWIVES: 

There  are  eleven  midwives  practising  in  the  District  all  of  whom 
are  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and  attached  to  the  Group 
Practices. 


SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT: 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a local  authority  to  apply 
for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  a County  Council  Hostel  of 
aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  who 
are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much  time  and  patience  is  devoted  to 
the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety  of  Health  Workers  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  avoid  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from 
their  own  homes. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

Tuberculosis 

Measles 

579 

(Respiratory) 

1 

Dysentery 

6 

Tuberculosis 

Infective  Jaundice 

14 

(Others) 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

Total: 

616 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  Borough  as  also  the 
whole  of  the  Wirral  is  the  Wirral  Water  Board,  formed  by  a re-grouping 
qf  previous  undertakings  in  the  area. 


The  water  is  mainly  derived  from  the  River  Dee  with  further 
sources  from  boreholes  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth.  The  boreholes  at 
Hooton  being  reserved  as  a standby  for  emergencies.  Softening 
operations  of  these  supplies  has  not  been  resumed. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water  sent  to 
an  independent  Analyst  for  examination,  daily  samples  are  also  taken 
for  Bacteriological  examination  by  the  Board’s  own  Chemist  and 
Analyst. 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples  taken 
for  Bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  from  the  flamed 
taps  in  the  softening  house  of  two  pumping  stations  and  the  Treatment 
Works  at  Great  Sutton.  In  each  case  of  those  samples  examined  by  the 
Analyst  he  indicates  the  results  as  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

The  River  Dee  supply  is  indicative  of  a fairly  soft  water  whilst 
from  boreholes  is  hard  in  character  but  stated  as  not  being  unduly  so. 

The  following  are  the  replies  received  from  the  Engineer  to  the 
Board  relating  to  various  points  raised  with  him:  — 

1 . Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply. 

No  new  source  of  public  supply  has  been  introduced 
during  the  year. 

2.  Improvements  to  existing  sources  of  public  supply. 

No  major  improvements  of  public  supply  have  been 
carried  out. 

3.  Any  important  extensions  to  mains. 

Normal  distribution  mains  extensions  for  new  housing 
developements. 
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4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity? 

All  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

5.  Is  any  part  of  this  district  in  need  of  an  improved  water 
supply? 

The  information  for  your  1969  report  remains 
unchanged  apart  from  improvements  to  industrial 
supplies  in  the  North  Road  area,  reinforcement  of  the 
system  may  not  be  required  as  early  as  originally 
anticipated. 

6.  Information  as  to  the  resumption,  or  otherwise  of  water 
softening  treatment  for  domestic  supply. 

No  softening  df  the  Board’s  Borehole  supplies  has  taken 
place  during  the  year. 

The  extensions  to  the  treatment  works  at  Sutton  Hall  referred  to 
in  last  year’s  report  are  now  complete  and  the  benefit  from  these 
should  be  felt  in  the  near  future. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Tota 


1. 

Other  Tuberculosis  

- 

1 

1 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  Etc.  . . . 

1 

- 

1 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

1 

1 

2 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  d 

3 

3 

6 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

4 

8 

12 

6. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  

2 

- 

2 

7. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

27 

2 

29 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

11 

11 

9. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

- 

3 

3 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate  

3 

- 

3 

11. 

Leukaemia  

1 

- 

1 

12. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

7 

12 

19 

13. 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

2 

- 

2 

14. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

1 

2 

3 

15. 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

.16. 

Anaemias  

1 

- 

1 

17. 

Multiple  Sclerosis  

- 

1 

1 

18. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System 

5 

1 

6 

19. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

20. 

Hypertensive  Disease  

4 

5 

9 

21. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

64 

35 

99 

22. 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  

2 

12 

14 

23. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

19 

25 

44 

24. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  . . 

9 

6 

15 

8 


Males  Females  Total 


25. 

Influenza  

2 

3 

5 

26. 

Pneumonia  

22 

14 

36 

27. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

15 

3 

18 

28. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

- 

1 

30. 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

- 

1 

31. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 

1 

5 

6 

33. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

- 

1 

34. 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Other  Comphcations  of  Pregnancy  

- 

1 

1 

36. 

Diseases  of  the  Musculo-Skeletal  System  . . 

1 

- 

1 

37. 

Congenital  Anomahes 

3 

2 

5 

38. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  Etc. 

2 

2 

4 

39. 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortahty 

4 

2 

6 

40. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

9 

- 

9 

41. 

All  other  Accidents 

4 

6 

10 

42. 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  Injuries  . . 

1 

2 

3 

231  178  409 
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To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMAN  and  COUNCILLORS  of  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1970  upon  the 
environmental  circumstances  of  the  Borough  in  respect  of  which  the 
Department  is  charged  and  required  generally  by  legislation. 

The  staff  have  been  fully  engaged  in  all  aspects  with  every 
endeavour  made  to  ensure  as  far  as  possible  no  branch  of  work  is  not 
receiving  the  attention  that  is  required. 

There  have  been  several  problems  encountered  in  dealing  with 
house  improvements  both  in  the  public  and  private  sector  and  the 
problems  associated  with  atmospheric  pollution.  It  is  quite  obvious  that 
much  remains  to  be  done  in  these  particular  fields. 

There  is  evidence  of  an  increasing  awareness  in  relation  to 
pollution  of  the  environment  which  provided  it  is  properly  channelled 
is  all  to  the  good.  Any  such  alertness  must  be  appreciated  and  if  at  all 
possible  to  be  extended  to  include  all  matters  affecting  the  environment 
in  which  we  live. 

The  smoke  control  programme  after  its  temporary  set-back  is 
again  in  full  operation  and  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  10  comes  into 
force  October  1971  with  advance  work  taking  place  for  a further  area 
in  1972.  It  should  be  possible  to  complete  the  target  date  of  1977  for 
the  Borough  as  a whole.  It  is  noticeable  the  concern  being  expressed  by 
householders  of  nuisance  arising  as  a result  of  garden  bonfires  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  control  the  problem.  Having  a fire  with  very 
little  or  no  smoke  when  burning  dry  material  is  one  matter,  but  the 
burning  of  green  waste  with  resultant  clouds  of  smoke  is  another  and  to 
say  the  least  is  anti-social  in  these  enlightened  times. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  maintain  co-operation  with 
other  Departments  in  matters  which  concern  public  health  duties  to 
ensure  not  only  standards  are  being  satisfactorily  observed,  but  also 
that  of  statutory  requirements  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Department. 

The  report  is  presented  to  indicate  the  work  and  duties  that  are 
undertaken  by  the  Department  and  it  is  hoped  sufficient  has  been 
mentioned  to  meet  these  requirements.  In  many  respects  reference 
today  is  made  of  several  duties  being  within  that  of  consumer 
protection. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  and  Council  for  their  continued  confidence 
and  consideration  to  the  staff  who  have  given  theif  support  and  finally 
to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  guidance  and  help. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  TUFT. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Housing 

The  Department  has  been  actively  engaged  during  the  year  in 
those  duties  of  housing  for  which  it  is  responsible  and  particularly  so  in 
the  field  of  improvement  and  repair  to  domestic  property.  The 
Housing  Committee  for  its  part  has  given  a great  deal  of  consideration 
to  the  complexities  of  formulating  proposals  to  deal  with  their  own 
sub-standard  property  and  eventually  following  joint  reports  submitted 
to  them  by  the  Officers  finally  agreed  upon  a cost  “yardstick”  for  the 
repair  and  improvement  of  Corporation  dwellings.  It  was  also  decided 
on  this  basis  to  promote  a General  Improvement  Area  on  a part  of  the 
Stud  Farm  Housing  Estate. 

As  a first  step  in  the  scheme  two  dwellings  were  vacated  and 
improved.  These  were  made  available  for  inspection  both  by  the 
residents  and  members  of  the  Council.  This  took  place  over  a two  week 
period  and  a large  number  of  people  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  making  a visit  as  also  to  a house  unimproved.  Extensive 
use  was  made  in  the  preparation  of  information  and  of  its  dissemination 
to  all  the  people  concerned.  A booklet  prepared  by  the  Town  Clerk’s 
Department  upon  the  proposal  was  most  attractive  and  a copy  was 
handed  to  each  tenant. 

On  the  lines  of  the  Circular  issued  by  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  on  general  improvement  procedure  a Public  Meeting  was 
convened  in  the  Civic  Hall  and  attended  by  a large  percentage  of  the 
tenants.  This  proved  a very  lively  affair.  It  was  obvious  from  the  general 
discussion  there  was  agreement  to  have  the  houses  improved  and  the 
sooner  it  was  done  the  better.  A number  of  people  put  forward  their 
own  ideas  on  aspects  of  the  kind  of  improvements  they  envisaged  and 
Committee  at  a further  meeting  gave  close  consideration  to  the  points 
raised.  They  then  subsequently  declared  a General  Improvement  Area 
on  that  part  of  the  Estate. 

At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  the  requisite  advertisements 
have  been  made  for  invitation  to  tender. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  increased  amount  of  grant  that  will  now 
be  available  provided  work  is  completed  before  the  22nd  June,  1973, 
will  assist  greatly  in  this  scheme. 

The  promotion  of  a General  Improvement  Area  is  a very  arduous 
task  and  particularly  so  in  bringing  together  all  the  various  skills  and 
viewpoints  as  expressed  by  the  departments  concerned  with  the  project, 

nevertheless,  it  is  considered  that  when  once  a scheme  has  commenced 
and  eventually  completed  it  will  be  of  benefit  and  appreciated  by  the 
tenants.  This  in  every  instance  has  been  the  case  to  the  present  time 
where  property  has  been  improved. 

A scheme  was  also  prepared,  submitted  and  approved  both  by 
Council  and  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  the  improvement 
of  some  nine  Corporation  dwellings  which  formed  part  of  a small 
cul-de-sac  in  the  Westminster  Ward.  It  was  subject  to  tender  and  is  being 
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undertaken  by  the  Department  of  the  Borough  Architect.  At  the 
present  time  work  is  proceeding  with  several  of  the  houses  already 
completed.  Works  of  improvement  to  single  vacant  properties  within 
the  improvement  category  are  carried  out  as  and  when  they  become 
vacant  by  his  Department’s  direct  labour  section  with  a separate 
application  being  submitted  for  approval  in  each  instance. 

On  the  increased  amount  of  grant  now  available  it  is  hoped  that 
as  many  owners  as  possible  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
improve  their  property  although  it  must  be  realised  that  the 
improvements  must  be  those  as  defined  in  the  legislation  and  basically 
relate  to  dwellings  without  modern  facilities.  In  the  past  criticism  has 
been  made  that  whilst  increased  amount  of  grant  was  made  available  in 
the  69  Act  it  was  still  only  on  the  basis  of  50%  and  did  not  afford 
assistance  sufficient  for  the  tenanted  property.  The  present  increase 
which  is  only  over  a short  period  should  without  doubt  prove  an 
incentive  and  particularly  so  to  this  type  of  house.  It  therefore  behoves 
Owners  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  the  new  system. 

An  Agent  of  a terrace  of  twenty-three  houses,  all  tenanted 
property,  made  a request  to  the  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
would  be  prepared  to  acquire  and  improve  the  houses  as  owing  to  the 
cost  involved  his  clients  were  quite  unable  to  take  on  such  a 
responsibility.  The  Committee  on  considering  a report  submitted  to 
them  decided  against  the  proposal.  It  is  hoped  however  that  the  owner 
will  endeavour  to  avail  himself  of  the  new  system  of  grant  payment 
which  has  since  become  available  and  to  this  end  an  assurance  has  been 
given  to  him  that  if  so  desired  every  assistance  and  advice  would  be 
afforded  by  the  Department  in  preparing  a scheme.  It  has  been 
intiitiated  that  this  property  lies  within  an  area  which  it  is  hoped  will 
subsequently  be  promoted  as  a General  Improvement  Area. 

Whilst  the  property  is  sub-standard  it  is  not  within  the  category 
of  being  declared  unfit  and  ready  for  demoUtion,  yet  unless  the  practice 
ceases  whereby  houses  when  becoming  vacant  are  so  left  empty  over  a 
period  of  time  with  subsequent  vandalism  occurring  then  it  will  not  be 
long  before  they  are  unfit  and  whilst  not  being  put  to  use  the  position 
gives  rise  for  concern  as  very  quickly  the  surrounding  area  tends  to  take 
on  a run-down  appearance  with  property  becoming  blighted. 

Whatever  may  be  visualised  for  the  future  it  is  really  unthinkable 
to  assume  that  people  must  put  up  with  existing  conditions  which  may 
be  for  as  much  as  a decade.  On  the  other  hand  to  have  had  compulsion 
with  the  new  grant  system  over  the  period  would  have  been  a challenge 
worthwhile  accepting. 

In  respect  of  properties  which  were  declared  unfit  reports  were 
submitted  to  Committee  in  respect  of  the  following  houses: 

106,  Green  Lane,  Great  Sutton. 

283,  Chester  Road;  Little  Sutton. 

16/24,  New  Road,  Childer  Thornton. 

7/17,  School  Lane,  Childer  Thornton. 
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The  first  two  houses  were  dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis,  one 
being  demolished  and  in  respect  of  the  latter  properties  formal  reports 
were  submitted  with  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  being  subsequently 
made  and  confirmed  without  modification. 

Of  the  twenty  eight  applications  received  from  private  individuals 
in  respect  of  improvements  three  referred  to  Improvement  Grant  with 
twenty-five  Standard,  five  referred  to  the  provision  of  all  amenities, 
fifteen  for  internal  W.C.  two  in  respect  of  bath,  wash-hand  basin  and 
W.C.,  one  hot  water  and  internal  W.C.,  and  two  internal  W.C.’s  and 
foodstore. 

The  total  amount  of  grant  for  approval  and  payment  made  during 
the  year  totalled  £1,208.77.  The  amount  paid  to-date  since  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  is  £22,194.76. 

In  reference  to  Qualification  Certificates,  fifty-nine  applications 
were  received,  eighteen  granted,  forty  refused  and  one  left  in  abeyance. 
In  relation  to  the  refusals  the  owners  had  intimated  they  were  not 
prepared  to  put  into  effect  the  items  of  disrepair  which  had  been 
referred  to  them  following  receipt  of  the  applications.  A number  of 
applications  have  also  been  received  which  strictly  related  to  provisional 
certificates,  insofar  no  internal  W.C.  was  available  within  the  dwelling 
and  the  applicants  were  informed  accordingly.  A scheme  was  proposed 
by  the  Department  whereby  this  amenity  could  readily  be  made 
available  within  the  dwelling  at  what  is  considered  at  reasonable  cost 
and  a number  have  accepted  the  position  and  made  application  for 
grant  on  the  work.  Whilst  no  work  may  be  commenced  until  after  the 
Rent  Officer  has  decided  and  agreed  a fair  rent  it  is  considered  there 
will  be  an  increase  on  applications  for  this  amenity. 

Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  those  cases  of 
application  by  sitting  tenants  to  purchase  their  Corporation  dwelling, 
with  several  items  of  works  of  repair  as  shown  in  a schedule  being 
carried  out  before  the  sale  is  completed.  Six  such  inspections  were 
made. 

Inspections  have  ^ also  continued  in  respect  of  application  to  the 
Corporation  for  an  advance  under  the  Housing  Act  to  acquire  privately 
owned  property.  This  arrangement,  whereby  applicants  must  complete 
all  necessary  repairs  before  an  advance  is  made,  is  considered  very 
satisfactory  and  does  ensure  that  dwellings  are  brought  to  a good  state 
of  repair.  The  number  of  houses  so  inspected  totalled  twenty-six.  This 
is  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  Corporation  houses  constructed  during  the  year 
from  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Borough  Architect/Housing  Director 
was  seven  hundred  and  one  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  were 
erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  or  application  for  re-housing  priority  in 
respect  of  other  health  reasons  are  investigated  and  reported  upon  to 
the  Housing  (Estates)  Sub-Committee  as  found  necessary.  In  this 
connection  five  cases  were  so  investigated  and  of  this  number  one  was 
offered  Corporation  accommodation.  No  cases  were  statutorily 
overcrowded. 
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There  were  no  applications  received  during  the  year  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act.  This  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  increasing  number  of  Owner/Occupied  dwellings  and/or  tenants 
being  satisfied  on  the  position  of  repairs  and  the  rent  payable  by  them. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  to  property  during  the  year  was 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
supplied  were  subject  to  an  annual  charge  made  upon  the  property. 
Two  undertakings  were  cancelled  by  the  Committee  on  receiving  a 
report  in  each  instance.  Action  is  taken  by  the  Department  on  Annual 
Charge  as  a result  of  the  non-compliance  with  an  Informal  Notice 
served  upon  the  owner  requiring  him  to  provide  a dustbin  or  on  the 
initial  request  of  the  owners  of  the  property.  The  total  number  of  bins 
so  supplied  since  the  scheme  was  inaugurated  in  June,  1950,  to  the  31st 
December,  1970  is  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four.  This  is 
considered  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

The  annual  charge  for  all  new  undertakings  is  £00.37. 

The  type  of  dustbin  in  use  in  the  Borough  is  the  B.S.S.  214  cubic 
feet  being  the  size  now  applicable  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  paper  sack  is  still  in  use  as  a container  for  the  reception  of 
refuse  in  the  area  covered  by  the  pilot  scheme,  the  maisonettes, 
multi-storey  flats  in  the  Westminster  Ward,  and  the  new  development  of 
Corporation  housing  in  the  Stanlow  Ward  and  Overpool.  Committee  at 
the  close  of  the  year  provided  for  an  extension  to  the  scheme  on  the 
Rivacre  Estate.  Existing  dustbins  to  be  used  as  liners. 

The  tipping  of  domestic  refuse  is  being  undertaken  at  the  Marsh 
Lane  Ince  Site,  and  controlled  tipping  is  being  carried  out.  It  is 
understood  this  site  has  a life  of  several  years.  Arrangements  are  now  in 
operation  whereby  householders  may  deposit  excess  domestic  refuse 
either  on  the  refuse  tip  at  Ince,  the  Municipal  Depot,  Rossfield  Road  or 
by  making  special  arrangements  with  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department  for  house  collection. 

Apart  from  letters  of  complaint  received  requesting  an  inspection 
of  premises  two  thousand  and  twenty-three  verbal  complaints  were 
made  at  the  office.  This  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  years.  In 
addition  many  enquiries  were  made  to  the  Department  for  advice,  etc., 
in  respect  of  numerous  items  as  arise  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  or  other  matters  of  a character  affecting  our  work. 

Eleven  hundred  and  sixty  applications  were  dealt  with  for  Search 
Certificates  by  means  of  memoranda  through  the  Town  Clerk’s 
Department.  This  is  a slight  decrease  since  the  last  report. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  passed  from  the  Public  Health 
Act  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  necessitating  a change  in  procedure  in  dealing 
with  applications. 

The  Planning  Committee  are  now  charged  with  granting  or 
refusing  planning  consent  with  Health  Committee  responsible  for  the 
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issue  of  site  licences  following  the  decision  made  on  the  planning 
aspect.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  in  respect  of 
conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  site  licences,  and  the  Council  have 
agreed  to  impose  these  conditions. 

No  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  a site 
licence. 


Food 

Although  somewhat  irregular  due  to  staff  changes  and  therefore 
not  having  its  full  effect  over  the  year  one  member  of  staff  is  engaged 
solely  on  aspects  of  food  administration  with  assistance  in  some  spheres 
being  given  on  a time  percentage  basis  by  another  inspector.  This  form 
of  specialisation  is  considered  of  great  advantage  and  enables  the 
inspector  to  more  readily  keep  abreast  of  advances  and  new  techniques 
in  this  important  aspect  of  our  work.  It  also  assists  greatly  in 
maintaining  routine  inspections  so  essential  in  many  respects,  not  only 
in  an  endeavour  to  secure  compliance  as  may  be  necessary  but  also  to 
become  aware  of  the  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  and  handling 
that  is  being  observed  by  all  concerned.  In  this  connection  sixty-eight 
informal  notices  were  served  with  seven  hundred  and  six  inspections 
made.  This  shows  a reduction  over  the  previous  year  but  will  be 
rectified  now  that  new  staff  has  been  appointed. 

A close  co-operation  with  the  trade  has  been  maintained  and  is 
reflected  in  the  manner  matters  are  dealt  with  when  attention  is  drawn 
to  them  during  visits.  In  some  cases  work  has  been  of  a complex  nature 
and  not  readily  resolved  yet  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  formal 
action. 

In  the  main  the  standards  of  food  handling  throughout  the 
Borough  is  of  a good  level  and  many  shops  and  traders  are  very  mindful 
of  their  responsibilities  in  this  connection. 

Whilst  the  inspector  has  powers  to  enforce  measures  or  steps  to 
be  taken  by  means  of  legislation  his  inspection  to  premises  are  really 
made  in  the  first  instance  in  the  role  of  an  adviser.  This  is  generally 
readily  accepted  with  the  consequent  result  problems  may  be 
thoroughly  discussed  with  action  taken  as  deemed  appropriate. 

It  is  the  constant  aim  of  the  department  to  point  out  that 
legislation  only  stipulates  a standard  below  which  an  offence  is 
committed  and  that  it  is  surely  in  the  interests  of  good  business  to 
maintain  premises  and  practices  at  a much  higher  level. 

Temperature  control  and  strict  observance  of  coding  structure 
play  an  important  part  in  the  prevention  of  food  spoilage  and  keeping 
quality.  To  do  so  is  of  benefit  to  every  one  and  particularly  to  the 
consumer  who  is  the  one  that  really  matters  otherwise  there  could  be 
no  business. 

There  are  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  premises  in  the  Borough 
registered  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  comprise:  storage  and 
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sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  144;  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
Nill;  preparation  storage  and  sale  of  preserved  food  77.  Nineteen 
new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year,  nine  in  relation  to  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  and  ten  for  preserved  food  (cooked  meats). 

The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1960  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/66  is  as  follows;  — 

(i)  Total  number  of  premises  308 


Butchers 

27 

Snack  Bars 

5 

Bakers 

9 

Restaurants 

6 

Grocers 

43 

Confectioners 

15 

Supermarkets 

23 

Factory  Canteens 

31 

General  Stores 

21 

Licensed  Premises 

42 

Fish  Friers 

20 

Confectionery 

27 

Wet  Fish 

6 

Cafes 

6 

Greengrocers 

27 

(ii)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 
16-308. 

(hi)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  — 288. 

(iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  — 
288. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area,  or  poultry 
processing  establishments. 

Two  new  registrations  were  made  for  mobile  trading  relating  to 
bread  and  confectionery.  No  registrations  were  revoked  during  the  year 
and  the  total  number  on  the  register  is  fifty-two. 

These  figures  do  not  include  any  traders  operating  mobile  vehicles 
whilst  liaving  shops  within  the  Borough  as  it  is  considered  registration  is 
not  necessary  when  operating  from  premises  as  open  shop.  One  or  two 
traders  dr)  r)perate  vehicles. 

Inspection  is  undertaken  at  various  intervals  in  order  to  ensure 
compliance  is  being  maintained  with  the  Regulations,  etc.,  with  formal 
notices  served  as  necessary.  These  have  been  compiled  with  and  no 
tnrtliei  piDceedings  taken. 

Visits  on  a weekly  basis  are  made  to  the  Council’s  six-day  market 
lor  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  food  exposed  or  stored  for  sale,  as 
also  to  ensure  that  conditions  are  satisfactory  on  the  market  generally. 
A total  of  ten  stalls  are  in  use  for  the  sale  of  food  and  two  mobile 
vehicles,  one  retailing  ice-cream,  the  other  being  operated  as  a snack 
hai.  l ull  facilities  are  provided. 

I OOl)  llVGll  N1 

A meeting  of  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Committee  was 
held  timing  the  year  with  Mr.  J.  Lightowler,  Licensed  Victuallers 
Association  t)nce  again  elected  Chairman. 

The  matters  discussed  included.  Food  Hygiene  Lectures,  Stock 
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Control,  Coding  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 
which  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  March,  1971. 

It  has  been  agreed  that  the  Committee  shall  remain  in  being  and 
meet  yearly,  as  it  provides  a useful  link  between  the  Food  Trades  and 
Council  allowing  difficulties  to  be  resolved  which  occur  from  time  to 
time  in  relation  to  the  implementation  of  standards  in  food  hygiene  and 
requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

A great  deal  of  help  in  food  hygiene  can  be  afforded  by  the 
housewife  in  drawing  the  attention  of  any  trader  to  unsatisfactory  food 
practices  which  may  be  observed.  It  is  also  incumbent  on  her  part  to 
maintain  good  principles  when  shopping.  A satisfactory  standard  is  also 
essential  in  the  home.  It  has  been  found  on  occasion  that  it  is  not 
always  appreciated  the  conditions  under  which  certain  foods  should  be 
prepared  and  stored. 

During  the  year  two  courses  of  lectures  were  held,  one  in  March 
and  the  other  in  October  at  which  eighty-three  food  handlers  attended. 
Sixty-seven  completed  the  course  and  received  certificates.  It  is  of 
interest  to  record  that  to-date  some  1,528  personnel  have  completed 
attendance  at'  the  lectures  over  the  period  of  the  scheme  from  its 
inception  in  1950. 

Publicity  material  in  the  form  of  posters  obtained  from  the 
Ministry  were  distributed  to  selected  premises  at  the  commencement  of 
the  summer  period. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  field  of  educational  activities  is 
considered  most  important  from  the  Public  Health  Aspect,  and  really 
forms  part  of  the  Inspectors  every-day  duties  with  the  daily  contact 
with  food  personnel.  This  aspect  cannot  fail  to  have  some  beneficial 
effects  in  the  prevention  of  disease  especially  those  associated  with 
food  poisoning. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

Fifty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  this  type  of  food  premises. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  the  Borough  compares  very 
favourably  and  the  co-operation  afforded  is  appreciated. 

RESTAURANTS,  CANTEENS,  ETC. 

Ninety  routine  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
this  type  of  business  and  works  of  improvement  and  modernisation 
carried  out.  Thirty-seven  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  total  number  of  separate  restaurants  is  eleven.  There  are  in 
addition  thirty-one  canteens.  Eight  restaurants  are  fully  licensed. 

An  extensive  use  of  vending  machines  is  made  at  one  factory  and 
as  close  attention  as  possible  is  undertaken. 

Twenty-nine  inspections  were  paid  of  school  canteens,  and 
matters  requiring  attention  referred  to  the  County  Council  as  the 
appropriate  Authority. 

The  opportunity  is  always  taken  during  the  course  of  inspection 
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to  rectify  any  errors  from  a food  hygiene  aspect  which  may  be  observed 
being  committed  by  personnel  and  this  action  proves  to  be  very 
effective. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Fifty  special  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at  the  request  of 
owners  to  inspect  foodstuffs,  and  the  total  weight  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  3 tons  16  cwts.  76  lbs. 

In  each  instance  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department. 

- Several  cases  occurred  of  refrigeration  failure,  involving  rejection 
of  foodstuffs. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  at  Ledsham 
and  a one  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  carried  out.  The 
throughput  was  maintained  during  the  period  under  review  with  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  being  engaged 
solely  on  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  public  health  inspector  is  responsible  to  ensure  at  all  times 
that  the  regulations  are  being  fully  complied  with. 

A Licence  for  the  premises  was  issued  during  the  year  following  a 
report  to  Committee  when  the  previous  licence  expired.  A close 
co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the 
Ministry. 

A report  was  submitted  to  Committee  regarding  hours  of 
slaughter  and  requesting  consideration  of  this  matter  for  a further 
period  of  twelve  months.  It  was  decided  in  the  light  of  the  appeal  made 
the  previous  year  and  of  its  outcome,  to  continue  as  before.  The  result 
of  the  appeal  against  the  refusal  of  planning  consent  for  the  full 
enlargement  of  the  Slaughterhouse  as  mentioned  in  the  previous  report 
was  made  known  on  17th  March,  1971  by  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  whereby  appeal  on  Phase  I was  allowed  and  that  for  Phase 
II  dismissed. 

Phase  I related  to  the  provision  of  offices,  toilets,  a holding,  sales 
and  chill  rooms.  It  is  understood  that  plans  as  amended  on  this  project 
will  soon  be  submitted  for  approval. 

The  maximum  charges  are  in  operation  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

The  following  table  relates  to  meat  inspection  carried  out  at  this 
Slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

_ Lambs 

Number  killed  

1097 

378 

2581 

37342 

27071 

Number  inspected  

1097 

378 

2581 

37342 

27071 

19 


All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci: 


Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . 

2 

7 

36 

17 

90 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

172 

90 

39 

1185 

6837 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

6.18% 

3.89% 

34.4% 

3.1% 

3.41% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

NU 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 
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Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

15.9% 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  weight  rejected  was  28  tons  4 cwts.  1 1 lbs. 


In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  live 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  granted,  three  by  way  of  renewal  with 
two  issued  for  the  first  time. 


ICE-CREAM 

Fifty-four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  foi  exaiiiinatiDii 
during  the  year  as  also  two  lolly  ices. 

Sampling  on  a rota  basis  has  been  maintained,  whereby  traders 
are  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 

Of  the  fifty-four  samples  obtained  and  examined  in  accordance 
with  the  requirement  of  the  Ministry,  forty  were  placed  in  Grade  1: 
seven  in  Grade  II;  six  in  Grade  III;  and  one  in  Grade  IV. 

Action  v/as  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  placed  in  Grades  III 
and  IV  which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  the  retailers  from 
producers  situate  outside  the  Borough,  and  further  samples 
subsequently  obtained. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  within  the  Borough. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice-cream  dealers  to  ensure 
their  vehicles  are  maintained  to  standard  in  accordance  with  the  codes 
of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  business. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

There  is  one  registered  dairy  and  eighty-one  distributors  within 
the  Borough.  In  addition,  two  distributors  bring  milk  into  the  area  from 
an  adjacent  district,  as  well  as  four  registered  wholesalers.  These  total 
figures  are  similar  as  for  the  previous  year. 

There  are  seventy  milk-vending  machines  being  operated  in  the 
district,  seventeen  by  a producer/retailer  from  farm  premises  outside 
the  Borough,  and  fifty-nine  by  a retail  dairy  undertaking.  This  is  the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  milk  sold  is  tuberculin  tested  as  now 
defined  untreated  and  pasteurised. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a rota  basis;  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  samples  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the 
bacteriologist  for  examination,  each  being  examined  in  accordance  with 
the  designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

Of  the  samples  so  examined  five  failed  the  prescribed  test,  with 
follow-up  work  being  undertaken  and  further  samples  obtained. 

Information  was  received  from  the  County  Council  in  respect  of 
ten  samples  for  Brucella,  all  of  which  were  negative.  There  are  no  farms 
in  the  Borough  where  milk  is  retailed  as  untreated. 

The  Dealers  Licences  issued  authorising  the  sale  of  milk  for  the 
quinquennial  period  from  1st  January,  1966  totals  some  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  individual  cases  of  milk  under  designation.  Application 
forms  were  being  distributed  for  the  further  period  as  from  1st  January, 
1971.  One  licence  may  include  for  various  types  of  milk  provided  it  is 
intended  to  be  retailed  at  the  time  application  is  made  for  the  licence, 
and  it  is  so  stated. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  formal  and  informal  samples  were 
obtained  by  the  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination.  All  with  one  exception  were  genuine.  This  related  to  a 
complaint  received  of  a tin  of  Grapefruit  Segments  in  Syrup  submitted 
for  analysis  and  contained  an  excess  concentration  of  tin. 


SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOLLOWING 
COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

No.  Sample  Results  of  analysis  Remarks 

1 . Pork  Luncheon  Meat  Qiemical  analysis  does  not 

indicate  decomposition  of  the 
meat  and  concentration  of  metals 
are  not  indicative  of  corrosion  of 
the  can.  Iron  — no  parts  per 
million.  Tin  - Not  detected. 
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No. 

Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

2. 

Grapefruit 

The  concentration 

Insufficient 

Sections  in 

of  tin  is  in  excess  of 

evidence  for 

Syrup 

recommended  limit. 

legal  proceed- 
ings. Represent- 
ations made 
to  Canners. 

3. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

Genuine. 

PARTICULARS  OF 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

FROM  PRIVATE 

No. 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Remarks 

1. 

Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Representation  made  to  Bakers. 

2. 

Piece  of  Wood  in  biscuit. 

Representation  made  to  Bakers. 

3. 

Glass  in  Bottle  of  Orange 
Crush. 

No  further  action  taken  following 
investigations. 

4. 

Unusual  smell  and  taste  of  pork 
luncheon  meat. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

5. 

Mouldy  condition  of  sand- 
wiches. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

6. 

Alleged  finding  insect  in  box  of 
cereal. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 
to  manufacturers. 

7. 

Mouldy  condition  of  baby 
food. 

Dealt  informally. 

8. 

Piece  of  string  in  tea  cake. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 

to  Bakers. 

9. 

Condition  of  pie. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

10. 

Tin  of  skimmed  milk  - high 
moisture  content. 

Letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

11. 

Mouldy  condition  of  cheese. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

12. 

Insect  in  chocolate  Easter  egg. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

13. 

Insect  found  in  tin  of  fruit. 

Dealt  informally  with  representation 
to  canners. 

14. 

Flies  in  tin  of  fruit. 

Action  taken  by  representation  to 
Importers. 

15. 

Foreign  body  in  tin  of  fruit. 

No  further  action  taken  following 
investigations.  Letter  of  caution  sent 
to  suppliers. 

16. 

Mould  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Contacted  adjacent  Local  Authority. 

17. 

Condition  of  carton  of  milk. 

No  further  action  taken  following 
letter  of  caution  sent  to  Dairy. 

18. 

Discolouration  of  tin  of  grape- 
fruit segments. 

No  formal  action  taken,  letter  sent  to 
Canners.  Contamination  of  tin 
confirmeu  by  Public  Analyst. 

19. 

Mouldy  condition  of  crumpets. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

20. 

Condition  of  Potatoes. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

21. 

Foreign  body  in  pint  of  milk. 

Approach  made  to  an  adjacent  Local 
Authority. 

22. 

Mouldy  condition  of  tin  of 
Pork  Loaf. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Suppliers. 

23. 

Foreign  body  in  steak  and 
kidney  pie. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

24. 

Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  Bakery. 

25. 

Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Referred  to  another  Local  Authority, 

26. 

Unusual  odour  from  Fruit 
Batch  Loaf. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

27.' 

Bread  rolls  affected  with 

mould. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

28. 

Foreign  substance  in  cream 
doughnut. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 

to  Bakers. 

29. 

Can  of  Pears  affected  by 
Mould. 

Following  investigation  made.  Letter 
sent  to  Canners. 

30. 

Complaint  of  Groceries. 

No  action  taken. 

31. 

Suspected  unsound  condition 
of  Corned  Beef. 

Dealt  with  informally,  not  sub- 
stantiated. 

32. 

Pecuhar  taste  to  Banana 
flavoured  Ice-lolly. 

Dealt  with  informally,  not  sub- 
stantiated. 

33. 

Worm  in  Fish. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Falaria 
Parasite  of  Cod  Fish. 

34. 

Mouldy  bread. 

No  action. 

35. 

Worm  in  bo  ttle  of  milk. 

Not  substantiated  but  letter  sent  to 
Dairy. 

36. 

Hessian  string  and  fibre  in 
packet  of  cereal. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  man- 
ufacturers. 

37. 

Mouldy  bread. 

Unable  to  proceed. 

38. 

Fruited  Malt  Cake  affected  by 
mould. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

39. 

Plastic  Straw  in  milk. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Dairy. 

40. 

Complaint  of  Sliced  loaf. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

41. 

Mouldy  bread. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

42. 

Mouldy  condition  of  pre- 
packed cheese. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

43. 

Unusual  odour  from  Cow- 
Heel. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

44. 

Sour  condition  of  pint  of  milk. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

45. 

Complaint  of  milk. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

46. 

Complaint  of  pre-packed 

chicken. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

47. 

Insect  in  Glass  of  Draught 
Guiness. 

Following  investigation  no  further 
action  taken. 

48. 

Wasp  like  insect  in  can  of 
Grapefruit  segments. 

No  formal  action  taken. 
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49. 

Mould  on  Cake. 

Dealt  with  informally  as  requested  by 
complainant. 

50. 

Sour  and  mouldy  condition  of 
cream  chocolate  dessert. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  suppliers. 

51. 

Glass  in  batch  loaf  — found  to 
be  from  butter  dish. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

52. 

Mouldy  condition  of  piece  of 
pork. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

53. 

Pork  Sausage  - suspected  to  be 
unsound. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

54. 

Mouldy  condition  of  Beef  Pie. 

Letter  sent  to  Bakers. 

55. 

Abnormal  taste  of  sterilised 
milk. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

56. 

Fly  in  Loaf. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

57. 

Peculiar  smell  from  luncheon 

sausage. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 
to  manufacturers. 

58. 

Peculiar  taste  of  Meat  and 
Potato  Pasty. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Mixture  con- 
taining excessive  salt. 

59. 

Mouldy  condition  of  sliced 
loaf. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

60. 

Corned  beef  affected  by 
Mould. 

No  further  action  following  investig- 
ation made. 

61. 

Stone  in  can  of  Green  Beans. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

62. 

Fried  cod  containing  worm. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Falaria 
Parasite  of  Cod  Fish. 

63. 

Foreign  body  in  steak  and 
kidney  pie. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

64. 

Sliced  loaf  containing  minute 
insect. 

Dealt  with  informally  as  requested  by 
complainant. 

65. 

Foreign  body  in  can  of  Corned 
beef. 

No  further  action  taken.  Laboratory 
test  confirms  piece  of  bovine. 

66. 

Fly  in  Lambs  Liver. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

67. 

Unusual  taste  of  Cornish 
Pasty. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Mixture  con- 
taining excessive  salt. 

68. 

Foreign  body  in  butter. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  manufacturer. 

69. 

Pastry  brush  bristles  on  top  of 
beef  pie. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

70. 

Condition  of  Minced  Meat. 

Dealt  with  informally  - not  sub- 
stantiated. 

71. 

Dirty  Milk  bottle  containing 
pint  of  pasteurised  mUk. 

Approach  made  to  adjacent  Local 
Authority. 

72. 

Black  mark  on  chopped  ham 
with  pork. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 
to  Canners. 

73. 

Mouldy  condition  of  cheese. 

No  Further  Action  Taken. 

74. 

Condition  of  minced  meat. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Not  finally 
substantiated. 
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75. 

Condition  of  Liver  Sausage. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Not  finally 
substantiated. 

76. 

Wire  found  in  pasty. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

77. 

Foreign  object  found  in  tin  of 
peas. 

No  further  action  taken. 

78. 

Suspected  unsound  condition 
of  Corned  Beef. 

Dealt  with  informally.  Not  sub- 
stantiated. 

79. 

Substance  found  adhering  to 
top  of  loaf. 

No  further  action  taken. 

80. 

Dirt  adhering  to  inside  of  milk 
bottle. 

Passed  to  adjacent  Local  Authority. 

81. 

Dirt  adhering  to  inside  of  milk 
bottle. 

Passed  to  adjacent  Local  Authority. 

82. 

Processed  Peas. 

No  further  action  taken.  Not  sub- 
stantiated. 

83. 

Mould  growth  to  top  of  Orange 
Crush. 

No  further  action  taken.  Letter  sent 
to  manufacturer. 

84. 

Stones  in  pint  of  milk. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted.  Defend- 
ants fined  £25,  with  £6  Advocates 
fee. 

85. 

Aluminium  foil  found  in  cream 
crackers. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  of 
caution  sent  to  manufacturers. 

86. 

Foreign  object  in  sliced  loaf  - 
part  of  fibre  gasket. 

No  formal  action  taken.  Letter  sent 
to  Bakers. 

87. 

Larvae  found  in  packet  of 
chocolate  peanuts. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted.  Defend- 
ants fined  £25,  with  £7  Advocates 
fee  and  Witnesses  expenses  of  £11. 

88. 

Jelly-like  substance  at  top  of 
milk  bottle  on  the  inside. 

No  further  action  taken. 

The  number  of  complaints  over  the  year  show  quite  an  increase  as 
that  for  the  previous  period.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  known  or 
adequately  understood,  unless  it  may  be  a further  awareness  by  the 
general  public  to  this  position. 

Details  of  complaints  received  are  shown  with  each  as  previously 
indicated  being  investigated,  statements  are  taken,  trader  and  as 
applicable  producer  or  manufacturer  interviewed  who  are  then  given 
the  opportunity  to  examine  the  article  of  food  subject  to  complaint, 
with  finally  a full  report  being  prepared.  Should  the  article  be  imported 
then  the  importers  are  approached  and  requested  to  contact  the 
producers  and/or  packers  for  an  explanation  and  the  action  taken. 

In  dealing  with  these  complaints  it  must  be  appreciated  a great 
deal  of  the  Inspector’s  time  is  spent  on  the  ensuing  investigation  to 
prevent  a repetition.  This  basically  more  than  meets  the  wishes  of 
individuals  who  really  desire  Local  Authority  Officers  to  undertake 
representation  and  not  just  specifically  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 
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Clean  Air 

Nine  smoke  control  areas  are  at  present  in  force  with  Area  No.  10 
coming  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1971  which  is  in  line  with 
the  phased  programme  of  smoke  control.  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  10 
covers  566.3  acres  or  thereabouts  and  contains  approximately  1,200 
houses  together  with  other  premises.  Work  of  survey  and  conversion  of 
appliances  on  this  area  has  proceeded  during  the  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  discussions  held  with  fuel  suppliers  and 
merchants  in  the  summer  months,  during  which  all  aspects  of  the 
supply  position  for  the  Winter  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  were  explored, 
acute  difficulties  in  supplies  were  experienced  in  the  Borough  in 
common  with  adjacent  Local  Authorities  in  the  Wirral,  and  following  a 
report  to  Health  Committee  plenary  power  was  given  to  the  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  Chief  PubHc  Health  Inspector  to  make  an 
application  if  thought  fit  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  to 
suspend  temporarily  smoke  control  Orders. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  other  affected  Local 
Authorities  in  the  Wirral  and  in  the  light  of  representations  by  officers 
of  the  National  Coal  Board,  Fuel  Merchants  and  their  organisations  in 
relation  to  the  severe  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuej  which  had 
developed,  it  was  decided  to  invoke  the  delegated  powers  and  make  an 
application  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  suspension  of  all 
smoke  control  orders  until  the  30th  April,  1971.  The  application  to  be 
made  in  two  parts,  the  first  dealing  with  Areas  Nos.  1 to  5 for  which  it 
was  anticipated  consent  would  be  given  without  delay,  the  second,  the 
remaining  areas  which  would  require  closer  consideration  by  the 
Department.  The  fuel  for  those  latter  areas  being  hard  coke  whereas  the 
earlier  areas  were  based  on  gas  coke,  the-  production  of  which  had 
ceased. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment  subsequently  made 
the  Clean  Air  (Suspension  of  Smoke  Control)  — Ellesmere  Port  Order 
1970  suspending  all  smoke  control  orders  in  the  Borough  from  11th 
December,  1970  to  30th  April,  1971. 

Whilst  during  the  period  of  relaxation  there  was  evidence  of 
domestic  smoke  pollution  more  evident  in  some  areas  than  others  with 
one  of  the  recording  instruments  indicating  an  up-surge,  the  position  as 
a whole  was  considered  better  than  was  really  expected,  no  doubt  due 
in  some  measure  to  the  fact  that  there  is  within  the  areas  and  of 
property  outside  smoke  control  alternative  smokeless  fuels  in  use  to 
that  of  solid  fuel. 

It  is  considered  however  relaxation  of  smoke  control  is  a 
retrograde  step,  particularly  in  view  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Council  in  establishing  smoke  control  areas  and  the  support  given  by 
the  public,  nevertheless  the  set-back  proved  only  temporary  and  further 
meetings  arranged  with  fuel  merchants  and  producers  in  preparation  for 
the  return  of  smoke  control  ensured  that  resumption  took  place  with 
very  little  problems  being  encountered. 
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Following  the  success  achieved  with  the  Council’s  offer  of  partial 
gas  fired  central  heating  to  the  tenants  of  an  estate  of  permanent 
prefabricated  bungalows  in  Smoke  Control  No.  9 referred  to  in  the  last 
report,  the  scheme  was  extended  to  the  remaining  Local  Authority 
dwellings  in  that  area.  The  installation  comprised  a basic  gas  fire/boiler 
unit  with  two  radiators,  the  system  being  capable  of  extension  to  full 
central  heating  with  additional  radiators  at  a standard  cost  to  the 
tenant.  The  work  is  now  completed  and  a number  of  tenants  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  extend  the  system. 

The  public  continue  to  show  a keen  interest  in  the  establishment 
of  further  smoke  control  areas  with  enquiries  being  received  in  the 
Department  requesting  information  when  particular  areas  of  the 
Borough  will  become  smoke  controlled.  In  addition  some  excellent 
schemes  of  domestic  heating  are  being  installed  with  works  of 
conversion. 

The  control  of  industrial  pollution  is  continually  under 
surveillance  in  the  Borough  with  routine  inspections  of  industrial  plant 
and  observations  of  emission  to  atmosphere. 

Close  contact  is  maintained  by  the  Department  with  factory 
management  and  engineers  so  that  any  problem  found  on  observation 
and  investigation  can  be  dealt  with  quickly.  Experience  shows  that 
liaison  of  this  kind  continues  to  be  of  great  value  in  resolving  problems 
both  to  the  Local  Authority  and  industry. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  a new  pulverised  fuel  boiler  at  one  large 
industrial  solid  fuel  fired  plant  referred  to  in  the  last  report  is  at  present 
in  progress.  Electrostatic  precipitation  is  being  installed  for  the  control 
of  dust  emission. 

Following  investigations  and  detailed  discussions  on  the  problem 
of  dust  emission  from  two  concrete  batch  mixing  plants  remedial 
measures  have  now  been  taken  at  one  of  the  plants  and  although  work 
has  been  carried  out  at  the  other  plant  this  was  not  considered  to 
control  the  problem  effectively  and  further  discussions  have  been  held 
with  the  Company  in  order  to  resolve  the  matter. 

A problem  of  dust  emission  from  the  mechanical  handling  of 
imported  chemical  has  been  under  investigation  by  the  Department. 
Consultants  were  instructed  by  the  Company  to  prepare  a satisfactory 
scheme,  but  unfortunately  before  this  could  be  implemented  an 
extensive  fire  occurred  in  part  of  these  premises.  Further  investigations 
are  continuing  with  the  Company  to  effect  a solution  to  this  problem. 

A scheme  of  smokeless  fuel  fired  space  heating  was  submitted 
during  the  year  for  a large  industrial  undertaking.  This  involved  some 
twenty-five  units  and  was  considered  a very  satisfactory  solution  to  a 
space  heating  problem. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  provides  that  all  new  furnaces  shall  so  far  as 
practicable  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously  without  emitting 
smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a type  for  which  the  plant  was  designed 
and  notice  of  the  proposed  installation  must  be  given  to  the  Local 
Authority.  Thirteen  Notices  of  proposal  to  install  such  furnaces  were 
received  and  accepted  by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 
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In  addition  to  this  requirement  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968 
introduced  a new  control  by  Local  Authorities  regarding  height  of 
chimneys  serving  furnaces  burning  pulverised  fuel  or  solid  matter  at  a 
rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  or  more  an  hour  or  any  liquid  or  gaseous 
fuel  at  a rate  equivalent  to  one  and  a quarter  million  B.t.u’s  or  more  an 
hour.  This  control  applies  when  a new  chimney  is  built  or  a furnace 
enlarged  or  replaced  and  an  offence  is  committed  if  the  furnace  is  used 
without  having  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
height  of  the  chimney. 

Discussions  are  held  with  Architects,  Engineers  and  Developers 
when  plans  are  submitted  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  these 
requirements  together  with  the  memorandum  on  stack  heights  issued 
by  the  Ministry. 

New  Corporation  projects  have  been  provided  with  boiler  plant 
using  very  low  sulphur  content  fuels, which  continues  to  show  that  the 
Borough  Council  is  prepared  to  maintain  a good  standard  and  give 
encouragement  to  others  in  this  field. 

Routine  inspections  of  industrial  plant  contmues  to  show  the 
need  for  efficient  schemes  for  incineration.  Plant  designed  for  this 
purpose  must  be  of  adequate  size  to  deal  with  the  load  and  fitted  with 
effective  primary  and  after  burners  to  consume  smoke  and  prevent 
nuisance.  In  this  connection  unsatisfactory  incinerator  units  at  two 
industrial  undertakings  were  taken  out  of  use  during  the  year  and 
alternative  disposal  arrangements  were  made. 

Investigations  were  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  year  into  a 
proposed  industrial  incinerator  complex,  originally  designed  to  burn  a 
low  sulphur,  content  fuel  but  later  extented  to  deal  with  more 
specialised  types  of  waste.  This  brought  the  proposal  under  the  control 
of  the  District  Alkali  Works  Inspector  and  joint  consultations  have  been 
held  in  order  to  report  in  detail  to  the  Council’s  Planning  Committee  on 
this  incinerator  complex. 

Close  liaison  is  being  maintained  with  Technologists  and  the 
Alkali  Works  Inspector  in  relation  to  the  large  oil  refineries  and 
chemical  industries  located  in  the  Borough.  The  fullest  co-operation  is 
being  given  to  the  Department  by  the  District  Alkali  Works  Inspector 
on  all  aspects  of  the  control  of  emissions  from  these  industries. 

Problems  have  been  experienced  in  the  commissioning  of  the  final 
stage  of  a new  chemical  plant  at  Ince  Marshes.  This  is  a complex  and 
technologically  sophisticated  plant  with  large  horse-power  machinery 
and  extreme  conditions  of  temperature  and  pressure,  the  Company  are 
however  giving  the  Department  full  co-operation  in  tackling  any 
problems  of  gaseous  emission  and  noise  which  arise. 

Large  scale  extensions  to  refinery  processes  are  at  present  in 
progress  in  the  Borough  and  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  stress 
the  need  for  air  pollution  control  at  the  design  stage. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a co-operating  body  with  the  Warren 
Spring  Laboratory,  Air  Pollution  Division,  and  two  daily  smoke  filter 
and  SO2  instruments  are  maintained  by  the  Department.  One 
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instrument  is  sited  in  the  Town  Centre,  the  other  in  a residential  area  of 
the  Borough.  In  addition  three  instruments  are  operated  by  Industrial 
Undertakings,  two  in  the  Stanlow  Area  and  one  in  North  Road  area  at 
the  request  of  the  Department  and  this  co-operation  is  greatly 
appreciated. 

The  Annual  Summary  shows  the  following  results  for  Sites  Nos.  2 
and  7 operated  by  the  Department. 


Ellesmere  Port  No.  2 

Smoke 

S02 

Smoke/S02 

Ratio 

Summer 

25 

46 

.54 

Winter 

40 

27 

1.48 

Year 

33 

37 

.89 

Ellesmere  Port  No.  7 

Summer 

39 

102 

.38 

Winter 

81 

143 

.56 

Year 

60 

123 

.48 

Units  expressed  in  microgramme s/cu.  metre. 

General 


NOIST 

It  would  seem  that  in  this  day  and  age  we  live  in  a world  of  noise 
originating  from  a variety  of  causes  and  getting  more  pronounced  as 
time  goes  by. 

The  Committee  set  up  some  years  ago  stated  in  its  final  report 
that  noise  from  road  traffic  was  the  predominant  source  of  noise  in 
towns  and  this  appears  to  be  the  position  in  respect  of  the  Borough.  It 
is  appreciated  that  traffic  noise  may  be  intermittent,  nevertheless,  on 
busy  thoroughfares  can  be  quite  continuous  and  very  much  so  during 
commuter  periods.  The  Public  Health  Powers  do  offer  some  assistance 
in  dealing  with  noise  problems,  but  there  is  the  need  for  some  adequate 
legislation  on  the  aspect  affording  more  specific  control.The  use  of  road 
drills  and  other  constructional  equipment  operating  adjacent  to 
residential  property  can  be  very  severe  without  the  use  of  muffles  or 
adoption  of  measures  to  reduce  noise  levels  and  this  basically  is  the 
position  that  prevails.  A more  concerted  effort  is  required  in  this  field. 

There  have  been  several  complaints  made  during  the  year  and 
each  have  been  carefuUy  investigated.  They  relate  to  three  cases 
appertaining  to  industrial  premises  and  four  to  commercial  buildings. 
The  latter  were  satisfactorily  resolved  although  one  case  required  a 
great  deal  of  consideration,  with  consultants  being  involved. 

On  the  industrial  side,  whilst  a great  deal  has  been  achieved  the 
position  is  not  altogether  satisfactory,  the  problems  are  bomplex  in 
character  but  action  with  consultants  having  been  engaged  by  the 
industry  it  is  hoped  a final  solution  will  soon  be  achieved. 

In  any  new  development  that  is  proposed  attention  is  drawn  to 
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the  Developers  as  appropriate  to  give  close  consideration  to  noise  levels. 
Industry  for  its  part  appear  very  concerned  to  ensure  there  shall  not  be 
any  noise  problems  and  are  aware  of  the  need  to  undertake  that  they 
shall  be  within  acceptable  limits^ 

The  provision  of  a noise  meter  has  proved  to  be  of  great  help  in 
investigation  of  excess  noise  levels. 

DRAINS  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  are  at  the  present  time  two  sewage  disposal  works  in  the 
Borough.  The  works  at  Little  Stanney  were  designed  for  a population 
of  20,000  whilst  the  disposal  works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon  and  known 
as  the  Town  Works  designed  for  a population  of  7,000.  An  area  of  the 
Borough  is  drained  under  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  River 
Mersey  without  treatment.  This  arrangement  will  cease  with  the  new 
proposals  of  treatment. 

It  is  understood  from  the  Borough  Surveyor  that  the  new  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Stoak  will  be  fully  commissioned  towards  the  close  of 
1971.  The  laying  of  new  sewers  associated  with  the  scheme  are  now 
completed. 

The  former  Stanney  Sewage  Works  will  be  completely  abandoned 
with  the  Town  Works  abandoned  as  such  but  with  the  new"works 
alongside  will  function  as  storm  water  treatment  works. 

The  Cleansing  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  when 
arrangements  are  made  for  plunging  and  rodding.  Notices  are  served 
upon  owners  where  drainage  cannot  be  cleared  by  this  method  and  the 
ground  has  to  be  opened  up. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
for  defective  drainage.  All  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the  Council 
through  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  together 
with  a service  for  the  periodic  de-sludging  of  septic  tanks. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  two  swimming  pools  owned  by  the  Corporation  the 
open  air  pool  at  Rivacre  and  the  indoor  pool  at  Stanney  Lane. 

The  water  in  both  cases  is  obtained  from  the  Wirral  Water  Board 
mains  being  of  the  same  quality  as  drinking  water  and  is  treated  by 
continuous  bath  purification  plant.  In  the  case  of  the  open  air  pool  this 
involves  rapid  sand  filtration  whilst  with  the  other  modern  pre-coat 
filters.  Chlorination  equipment  installed  capable  of  achieving 
break-point  standard. 

A total  of  sixty-nine  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  routine  working. 

SCHOOLS 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  two  County  Grammar 
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Schools,  eight  County  Secondary  Modern,  twenty-six  Primary  and  four 
Denominational  Schools  in  the  Borougli. 

All  schools  are  provided  with  individual  closet  accommodation 
together  with  necessary  facilities. 

Several  routine  visits  have  been  made  and  action  taken  as 
appropriate. 

Two  schools  in  the  Borough  utilize  rooms  at  other  buildings  to 
accommodate  overspill. 

PET  ANIMALS 

There  are  six  premises  in  the  Borough  licenced  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  all  in  relation  to  shops  and  are  satisfactory. 

In  addition  one  licence  has  been  issued  in  respect  of  an  Animal 
Boarding  Establishment. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Act  being  the  Local  Authority  as  defined  for  the  purpose  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty -nine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES 

Factory  development  continues  in  the  Borough  and  close 
attention  is  given  to  all  aspects  of  Public  Health  Control.  This  work  at 
the  planning  stage  is  considered  to  be  very  important  as  some  of  the 
development  is  extensive  in  character  and  problems  resolved  at  this 
stage  show  advantages  later  on. 

It  is  noticeable  that  in  some  instances  a high  standard  of  health 
and  welfare  facilities  is  the  aim  of  new  factories  and  some  excellent 
schemes  have  been  provided. 

Two  undertakings  obtain  a water  supply  from  deep  bores  for 
which  approval  has  been  given  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Factories  Act.  Samples  of  water  are  obtained  at  regular  intervals  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis.  One  undertaking  by 
mutual  consent  discontinued  the  use  of  bore-hole  water  as  a potable 
supply  at  their  factory.  A mains  supply  is  now  in  use. 

The  water  supply  to  one  undertaking  is  extensive  and  complex  in 
character  and  reports  on  samples  are  received  weekly.  Close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  Company  and  a comprehensive  scheme  of  samples 
if  carried  out. 

The  support  and  assistance  afforded  by  the  Public  Analyst  in  the 
examination  and  control  of  these  water  supplies  is  greatly  ^preciated. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1964  this  legislation  being 
designed  to  improve  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  facilities  in  these 
premises. 

A register  of  the  premises  affected  by  the  Act  has  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Department  and  the  number  of  premises  included  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 


Offices 141 

Retail  Shops  265 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  5 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  . 44 

Fuel  Storage  Depot  1 

Total 456 


The  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 
workplace  is  given  below:  — 


Offices 1496 

Retail  Shops  1566 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  37 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  . 491 

Canteens  75 

Fuel  Storage  Depot  8 

Total 3673 


The  total  figure  is  made  up  of  1,561  males  and  2,112  females. 

There  were  four  accidents  notified  during  the  year  under  review, 
none  of  which  as  a result  of  an  investigation  made  in  each  case 
necessitated  any  formal  action  being  taken.  When  applicable 
recommendations  are  made  to  occupiers  of  premises  in  an  endeavour  to 
prevent  any  further  incidents. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  thirty-two  letters  were  sent  to 
occupiers  and  nine  Verbal  Notices  were  given.  None  remained 
outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  opportunity  has  been  taken  during  routine  inspections  to 
remind  occupiers  of  their  obligation  to  report  accidents  under  Section 
48  of  the  Act.  Apart  from  the  larger  organisations  it  does  appear  that 
occupiers  require  to  be  reminded  of  their  responsibilities  on  accidents. 

So  far  as  the  operation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  (Hoists  and  Lifts)  Regulations  is  concerned  a member  of  staff 
has  attended  a short  course  organised  by  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate  and 
special  attention  has  been  paid  to  hoists  and  lifts  during  routine 
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inspections.  To  the  present  time  it  has  been  found  that  occupiers 
readily  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  in  the  Borough 
and  is  pleasing  to  report  that  more  frequent  Engineer’s  Inspections  have 
been  taking  place  than  just  the  minimum  requirement  as  laid  down. 

The  Borough  is  of  course  a rapidly  expanding  area  with  modern 
development  and  to  this  extent  old  type  installations  are  not  being 
encountered. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES 

Copies  of  Certificates  of  Registration  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Radioactive  Substances  Act  are  forwarded  to  Local  Authorities  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  respect  of  establishments 
in  the  Borough  using  radioactive  substances. 

In  each  case  visits  are  paid  to  the  industry  concerned  and  close 
liaison  maintained  with  their  technical  staff  in  order  that  the 
Department  is  kept  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 

OIL  HEATER  REGULATIONS 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  these 
regulations  and  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  covered  by  the 
legislation  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  were 
understood  and  complied  with. 

PEST  CONTROL 

This  section  has  continued  to  be  very  active  being  fully  engaged 
in  all  aspects  not  only  of  rodent  control  but  also  in  connection  with 
insect  pests  and  measures  of  control  of  an  avian  nature. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  full  co-operation  has  been  maintained 
and  with  the  growth  of  the  Borough  particularly  from  an  industrial 
point  of  view  has  resulted  in  further  contracts  being  entered  into  for 
clearance  of  premises.  Several  have  involved  eradication  of  pests  other 
than  rodents.  Where  the  circumstances  warrant  such  action  it  is 
rccoinmended  to  have  an  all  embracing  contract. 

A free  service  has  continued  in  respect  of  rat  infestation  at 
domestic  property  and  advice  given  whenever  requested  in  any  instance 
alTecting  mice. 

Apart  from  routine  work  ninety-nine  complains  were  received  for 
rat  infestation  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  in  relation  to  mice. 

5864  Inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives  with 
976  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total  amount  of  ‘poison 
take’  i.e.,  poison  and  bait  combined,  on  all  campaigns  was:  Zinc 
Phosphide  i91bs.  lU4oz.  : Arsenic  171bs.  9V^oz.:  Worfarin  0.5  percent 
455lbs.  9oz.:  Soluble  Warfarin  622  quarts. 

The  use  of  soluble  warfarin  in  industrial  premises  has  been  found 
to  be  most  successful  and  of  some  advantage^  over  other  poisons, 
particularly  where  very  dry  conditions  are  evident. 

The  formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation  of  the 
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estimaied  kill  of  the  common  rat  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic  are 
used  shows  tiiat  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons  in  campaigns  a total  kill 
of  1493  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  it  was  not  necessary 
to  undertake  test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  area.  This 
showed  a saving  in  expenditure  and  demonstrated  the  success  of  work 
previously  carried  out  in  this  connection. 

A numbei  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  industrial  and 
other  premises  in  relation  to  infestation  of  ants,  cockroaches,  etc.,  such 
work  being  undertaken  on  a Clearance  or  Annual  Contract  basis.  Work 
in  the  case  of  domestic  dwellings  is  done  as  a free  service  and 
complaints  generally  show  a considerable  increase. 

In  respect  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs  the  number  of  houses 
dealt  with  during  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 


(a)  Corporation  houses  11 

(b)  Other  houses  4 

(c)  Number  disinfested  15 

(d)  Total  visits 52 


Infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  forms  of 
D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally  considered  necessary 
()  have  woodwork  removed  in  the  bedroom  to  facilitate  disinfestation, 
due  to  the  residual  effect  of  D.D.T. 

Whilst  the  affected  number  is  small  it  is  rather  surprising  to  have 
any  at  all  taking  into  consideration  that  suitable  insecticides  are  so 
readily  available  to  the  public  from  retail  sliops. 

Close  contact  has  been  maintained  with  Senior  Inspector, 
Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fislieries  and  Food  at 
Liverpool,  and  the  help  and  support  particularly  in  connection  with 
identification  of  various  species  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide  has  also  been  carried  out 
following  complaints  received  of  nuisance  by  mosquito  and  midge 
breeding.  Whenever  prrssible  cleansing  of  ditches  has  been  undertaken 
by  the  Owners,  although  were  iicw  development  is  concerned  it  is 
essential  that  all  ditches  shall  be  piped. 
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